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Going around Lesotho (on ihe outside) 


On Monday morning 10 October, Carina and | left home and started our trip 
around the outside of Lesotho - our son Jaco and his wife Heloise have been talking about 
this for some time, but have not come to the execution yet - so we decided to do it. 

We spent our first night in Rhodes at a great self-catering cottage. Tuesday morn- 
ing we tackled the Naudes Nek Pass (2 576 m asl), the highest mountain pass in South Afri- 
ca. At the top of the pass, | stopped the car and got out to kiss Carina - have you kissed 
your wife at 2576 masl? 

And lam sorry, but my friends from north of the Vaal River who travel on the N3 - 
Van Reenen IS NOT A PASS!!! 

Our second night was spent in Underberg. | made a number of contacts on 40 and 
60 metres for the ZS WAGS award from Rhodes and Underberg. Carina and | also did some 
geocaching - www.geocaching.com. 

Wednesday morning we continued on the back roads to Escourt and then on to 
Harrismith via Winterton, Underberg and the Oliviershoek Pass. We spent couple of days 
with our children in Harrismith - Jaco and Heloise own the Platberg Backpackers, before 
returning home via Golden Gate, Clarens, Fouriesburg, Ficksburg and Ladybrand. We did it 
with a 2 litre diesel Nissan X-Trail. 


DXCC News 
The ARRL DXCC Desk has approved the 2015/2016 operations by E44QxX in Pales- 
tine for DXCC credit. 


(Continued on page 2) 


You can now download your copy 
of HF Happenings from 
www.sarl.org.za/ 

hf _happenings.asp 


October 

20 — Radio Amateur Examination; 
National Marine Day 

22 - SA Armour Museum Open Day, 
Tempe Military Base 

25 - Closing date for November 
Radio ZS articles 

29 and 30 — CQ WW Dx SSB Con- 
test 

26 Oct to 5 Nov - Crafter’s Fair 
Christmas Market, Morleta Park 


November 

1 to 4 - Delmas Christmas Market 
2 to 3 - Christmas Country Fair, 
Ballito 

4 to 6 - Cape Classic 380, Montagu 
5 - RaDAR Challenge; Elim Wine 
Festival, Overberg; Fanschhoek 
Craft Festival; Pure Boland Mark, 
Worcester; Winterton Street Festi- 
val; Irene Market 

6 - PEARS HF Contest 

11 to 13 - Knysna Timber Festival 
13 - SARL Youth Net 

16 to 18 - GWK Cherry Festival, 
Ficksburg 


Saturday's 


1430 > 1500 


17 to 19 - Sandstone Steam Cherry 
Festival 


Operating Tip 


Submitting Logs Successfully 

Many contests are short- 
ening the time between contest 
end and the log submission dead- 
line. It pays to check the rules to 
make sure the log deadline has not 
changed since the last time you 
entered the contest. In addition, 
more and more contests are pub- 
lishing the list of submitted logs on 
their web site. Get in the habit of 
checking the 'received logs' pages 
to make absolutely sure your log 
was received. 

If you have a question 
about the rules, first, read the rules 
again. If your question is still unre- 
solved, a polite email to the con- 
test sponsor/director could clear 
things up in a jiffy. 

For example, here is a 
question | sent to Ed, WOYK, CQ 
WW RTTY Contest Director, “Hi Ed, 
in the RTTY contest a couple of 
weeks ago, there was a station in 
zone 8 sending zone 11 as the ex- 
change. When asked for his 'CQ 
zone’, he replied with 11; for the 
CQ WW RTTY Contest, what is the 
correct number for a station to 
log? What was sent, or what the 
correct zone would be?” 

Ed wrote back, “In this 
case, I'd go ahead and log '11' if 
you think that is what he will have 
in his log. The log checking will as- 
sign multiplier credit based on 
what the actual multiplier is, not 
what the station sent. But for cross 
-checking, it is safer for you to have 
in your log what he has in his log. If 
he was insisting on '54', then I'd log 


8, because the robot and log check- 
ing will complain if the number is 
not in the range of 1-40." 

An e-mail exchange with 
the contest director could be more 
insightful than a dozen email reflec- 
tor messages for rules interpreta- 
tion questions. 


Word to the Wise 


The Quagi is an antenna for UHF or 
VHF that combines helpful charac- 
teristics of a Yagi with those of a 
cubical quad antenna 

. It generally 
consists of a quad-style loop for 
the reflector and driven elements, 
with Yagi-style director elements. 
Wayne, N6NB, originally described 
an eight-element design in the 
April 1977 issue of QST, followed 
up by an easy to build 15 element 
"Long Boom Quagi" in QST for Feb- 
ruary 1978. The quad elements 
allowed for ease in construction 
and impedance matching. 


A transistor with a gate size 
of one nanometre 


Molybdenum disulphide was used 
recently by researchers to create a 
transistor with a gate size of one 
nanometre 


The gate 
was formed out of a single carbon 
nanotube, and another unconven- 
tional material, zirconium dioxide, 
was used for the channel material. 
The size reduction reflectsa5 to 1 
advantage over what is presumed 
to be a five nanometre lower limit 
for silicon transistors, but to be 
commercially successful, manufac- 
turing process optimization will 
have to occur, according to an arti- 
cle in EE Times 


(Continued from page 3) 
Selvagens Islands, CQ9. Carlos, CT1GXC, will be active as CQ9GXC from Selvagens Islands AF-047 between 19 and 25 October. Activity 
will be on various HF bands. QSL via his home call sign. 


St Helena Island, ZD7 - ZD7VDE Postponed Again! Bill, GOVDE, reports that the opening of St. Helena airport still has "continuing seri- 
ous problems" and "it is still not possible to land sensible sized aircraft like 737 there.” 

He states, "The planned flights (in May/June and October by Atlantic Star) have been cancelled. The Comair flights from 
South Africa have likewise not started. All in all, it is a total mess and the UK government is being accused of building a £250 Million 
white elephant of an unusable airfield, all due to the strong winds and wind shear! | have had to cancel, re-book and cancel my ac- 
commodation - if you read the ZD7 'newsletters' (the St Helena Sentinel and the St Helena Independent) you will see it has been a 
very sorry story - hotels were encouraged to prepare extra rooms for the coming ‘tourist boom' and one has even reportedly gone out 
of business, because they spent a lot to prepare and have now got no means of recovering their losses!" 

Bill states, "So | am afraid | am not going this October either (having had to cancel my May/June trip). | am keeping some- 
what up-to-date about the events on my website www.sthelenadx.com - but there is no planned date for the full airport opening so | 
don't have any certain future date. You may know the boat, the RMS St Helena, was due to retire at the end of July, but it has been 
kept in operation for about another year as it is obviously the only way of accessing the island. | am looking at the possibility of travel- 
ing by the boat, but the problem there is two fold - the cost is at least double the planned cost of flying, and | would have to travel for 
two weeks and only be able to stay for one week... It is just possible | will take this option, but | am still waiting as | could theoretically 
fly at quite short notice, should proper flights begin. We therefore have sorry situation and a continuing delay - | will try to keep eve- 


ryone posted. Maybe the only silver lining is that ZD7 will get rarer and any future visit would be popular!" 


Illinois QSO Party 

17:00 UTC 16 October to 01:00 UTC 17 October 

Mode: CW/digital, Phone 

Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6,2 m 

Classes: Fixed - high or low; Mobile; Portable; Rover; Non-IL - high 
or low 

Max power: HP: >200 watts; LP: 200 watts 

Exchange: IL: RS(T) and County; non-IL: RS(T) and state, province or 
country 

Work stations: Once per band per mode per county 

QSO Points: 1 point per phone QSO; 2 points per CW/digital QSO 
Multipliers: IL Stations: Each IL county, state, VE province once; IL 
Stations: Each DXCC country (max of 5) once; non-IL Stations: Each 
IL county once 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 17 November 2016 

E-mail logs to: 

Mail logs to: WIARC, PO Box 3132, Quincy IL 62305-3132, USA 
Find rules at: 


Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 

01:00 - 03:00 UTC 17 October 

Mode: CW 

Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15,10 m 

Classes: Single Band; All Band 

Max power: 5 watts 

Exchange: RST, state, province or country and member no or pow- 
er 

Work stations: Once per band 

QSO Points: 1 point per QSO with non-member; 3 points per QSO 
with member on same continent; 5 points per QSO with member 
on different continent 

Multipliers: Each state, province or country once 

Multiply mults by 2 if >50 members worked 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 23 October 2016 

E-mail logs to: (none) 

Upload log at: 

Mail logs to: (none) 

Find rules at: 


ARRL School Club Roundup 

13:00 UTC 17 October to 23:59 UTC 21 October 

Mode: CW, Phone, RTTY/Digital 

Bands: All, except 60, 30, 17,12 m 

Classes: Single Op (1); Club/Multi-Op (C); School Club/Group (S) 
Max operating hours: 24 hours total; 6 hours out of any 24-hour 
period with off times of at least 30 minutes 

Exchange: RS(T), Class (I/C/S) and state, province or country 
Work stations: Once per mode 

QSO Points: 1 point per phone QSO; 2 points per CW/RTTY/digital 
QsOo 

Multipliers: States and VE provinces and DXCC countries and (2x 
class C QSOs) and (5x class S QSOs) 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 5 November 2016 

Post log summary at: 

Mail logs to: School Club Roundup, c/o LIMARC, PO Box 392, 
Levittown, NY 11756, USA 

Find rules at: 


Telephone Pioneers QSO Party 

19:00 UTC 17 October to 03:00 UTC 18 October 

Mode: CW/Digital, Phone 

Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, VHF/UHF 

Classes: (none) 

Exchange: Members: RS(T) chapter no and name; non-Members: 
RS(T) and name 

Work stations: Once per band per mode 

QSO Points: 1 point per QSO 

Bonus Points: (see rules) 

Multipliers: Chapter numbers once per mode 

Score Calculation: Total score = (CW/Dig QSO points x CW/Dig 
mults) and (Ph QSO points x Ph mults) and bonus points 
Submit logs by: December 10, 2016 

E-mail logs to: 

Mail logs to: Jim Muiter, 4233 Wooster Ave., San Mateo, CA, 
94403, USA 


(Continued on page 5) 


(Continued from page 4) 


Find rules at: www.tpqso.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ 
Announ2016-v1.4.pdf 


Phone Fray 

02:30 - 03:00 UTC 19 October 

Mode: SSB 

Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20,15 m 

Classes: Single Op 

Max power: 100 watts 

Exchange: NA: Name and state, province or country; non-NA: 
Name 

Work stations: Once per band 

QSO Points: NA station: 1 point per QSO; non-NA station: 1 point 
per QSO with an NA station 

Multipliers: Each US state (including KH6/KL7) once per band; 
Each VE province/territory once per band; Each North American 
country (except W/VE) once per band 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 03:00 UTC 21 October 2016 

E-mail logs to: (none) 

Post log summary at: hitto://www.3830scores.com 


Mail logs to: (none) 


Find rules at: www.perluma.com/Phone Fray Contest _Rules.pdf 


CWops Mini-CWT Test 

13:00 - 14:00 UTC and 19:00 - 20:00 UTC 19 October and 03:00 - 
04:00 UTC 20 October 

Mode: CW 

Bands: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 m 

Classes: Single Op - QRP, low or high 

Max power: HP: >100 watts; LP: 100 watts; QRP: 5 watts 
Exchange: Member: Name and member no; non-Member: Name 
and state, province or country 

Work stations: Once per band 

QSO Points: 1 point per QSO 

Multipliers: Each call once 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 04:00 UTC 22 October 2016 

Post log summary at: http://www.3830scores.com 

Mail logs to: (none) 

Find rules at: http://www.cwops.org/cwt.html 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 

01:45 - 02:15 UTC 21 October 

Mode: RTTY 

Bands: (see rules) 

Classes: (none) 

Exchange: Serial no, name and QTH 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 23 October 2016 

E-mail logs to: (none) 

Post log summary at: http://www.3830scores.com/ 
Mail logs to: (none) 


Find rules at: http://www.ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html 


NCCC Sprint: 02:30 UTC-03:00 UTC 21 October 

Mode: CW 

Bands: (see rules) 

Classes: (none) 

Exchange: Serial no, name and QTH 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 23 October 2016 

E-mail logs to: (none) 


Post log summary at: http://www.3830scores.com/ 
Mail logs to: (none) 


Find rules at: http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html 


MCG Autumn Sprint 

16:00 - 20:00 UTC 21 October 

Mode: CW, SSB 

Bands: 160, 80, 40 m 

Classes: Single Op All Band — CW, SSB or mixed — low or high; 
Single Op Single Band; Multi-Op 

Exchange: RS(T) and serial no 

Work stations: Once per band per mode 

QSO Points: (see rules) 

Multipliers: (none) 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points 
Submit logs by: 5 November 2016 

E-mail logs to: ua3r@yandex.ru 

Mail logs to: (none) 

Find rules at: http://mcg-club.ru/en/contests/autumn- 
sprint.html 


UK/EI DX SSB Contest 

12:00 UTC 22 October to 12:00 UTC 23 October 

Mode: SSB 

Bands: 80, 40, 20, 15,10 m 

Classes: Single Op Unconnected - 24 or 12 - QRP, low or high; 
Single Op Connected - 24 or 12 - QRP, low or high; Multi-Single - 
QRP, low or high 

Max power: HP: >100 W; LP: 100 W; QRP: 5 W 

Exchange: UK/EI: RS, serial no and District Code; DX: RS and serial 
no 

QSO Points: (see rules) 

Multipliers: Each DXCC country once per band; Each UK/EI dis- 
trict once per band 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 14:00 UTC 23 October 2016 

Upload log at: http://logs.ukeicc.com/cgi-bin/hfenter.pl? 
Contest=DX%20SSB%20Contest 

Mail logs to: (none) 

Find rules at: http://www.ukeicc.com/which-contest/contest- 
rules/uk-ei-dx-contest 


Stew Perry Topband Challenge 

15:00 UTC 22 October to 15:00 UTC 23 October 

Mode: CW 

Bands: 160 m Only 

Classes: Single Op Multi-Op 

Max operating hours: 14 hours 

Max power: HP: >100 watts; LP: 5-100 watts; QRP: <5 watts 
Exchange: 4-Character grid square 

QSO Points: 1 point per QSO plus 1 point per 500 km; multiply 
QSO points by 2 if low power station; multiply QSO points by 4 if 
QRP station 

Multipliers: Low power: x 1,5; QRP: x 3 

Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x power multi- 
plier 

Submit logs by: 7 November 2016 

E-mail logs to: tbdc@kkn.net 

Mail logs to: BARC, 15125 SE Bartell Rd, Boring, OR 97009, USA 
Find rules at: http://www.kkn.net/stew/ 


SA Sprint Contest 
20:00 - 24:00 UTC 22 October 


(Continued on page 6) 


(Continued from page 5) 
Mode: CW, SSB 
Bands: 40, 20 m 


Classes: Single Op — CW, SSB or mixed — low or high; Novice; YL; 


Multi-Op — low or high 

Max power: HP: >100 W; LP: 100 W 
Exchange: RS(T) and serial no 

Work stations: Once per band per mode 


Next Week's Contests 


SKCC Sprint, 00:00 - 02:00 UTC 26 October 
Phone Fray, 02:30 - 03:00 UTC 26 October 


QSO Points: 1 point per QSO 

Multipliers: Each SA prefix once; Each DXCC country once 
Score Calculation: Total score = total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 28 October 2016 

E-mail logs to: (none) 

Upload log at: 

Mail logs to: (none) 

Find rules at: 


CWops Mini-CWT Test, 13:00 - 14:00 UTC and 19:00 - 20:00 UTC 26 October and 03:00 - 04:00 UTC 27 October 


UKEICC 80 m Contest, 20:00 - 21:00 UTC 26 October 

RSGB 80 m Club Sprint, SSB, 19:00 - 20:00 UTC 27 October 
NCCC RTTY Sprint, 01:45 - 02:15 UTC 28 October 

NCCC Sprint, 02:30 - 03:00 UTC 28 October 


CQ Worldwide DX SSB Contest, 00:00 UTC 29 October to 24:00 UTC 30 October 


Central African Republic 


Feeaacy 2017 
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ARRL EME Contest 

00:00 UTC 22 October to 23:59 UTC 
23 October 

Mode: CW, Phone, Digital 

Bands: 50 — 1 296 MHz 

Classes: (see rules) 

Exchange: Signal report 

Work stations: Once per band 
QSO Points: 100 points per QSO 
Multipliers: Each US state, VE prov- 
ince and DXCC country once per 
band 

Score Calculation: Total score = 
total QSO points x total mults 
Submit logs by: 23:59 UTC 21 De- 
cember 2016 

E-mail logs to: EMEcon- 
test@arrl.org 

Mail logs to: EME Contest, ARRL, 
225 Main St., Newington, CT 
06111, USA 

Find rules at: http://www.arrl.org/ 


eme-contest 


Items used with acknowledgement to the ARRL Letter, 
the ARRL DX News, the ARRL Contest Update, OPDX Bul- 
letin, 425 DX Bulletin, DXNL Newsletter, WIA-News, the 
RSGB News, DxCoffee, Southgate ARC News, DX World 
and the Amateur Radio Newsletter 


